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Avoiding Legal Perils in Nursing Practice 

Course Description 
This course will expose the nurse to the importance of critical documentation in EHR to prevent and defend a medical 
malpractice lawsuit. The elements of a medical malpractice lawsuit will be discussed along with common myths that 
have been perpetual in the nursing world. The critical components of the nursing process and standard of care in  
documentation will be addressed. Lastly, the role of HIPAA in EHR and social media will be stressed. 
 

Key Learning Outcome 
 

• After completing the program, 80% of participants will report an increase in knowledge that will positively impact 
their practice. 

 

Program Objectives 
This program prepares the learner to: 

• Identify the importance of nursing documentation to prevent and defend a medical malpractice lawsuit. 

• Describe how the nursing process and standard of care are essential components of documentation in EHR. 

• Identify the role of the nurse as it pertains to: the importance of privacy and HIPAA, EHR, social media and data 
breaches.  

 

Agenda 
Sign-in begins at 7:30 am. The day includes a one-hour lunch (on your own), as well as a morning and afternoon break 
of 15 minutes each. The order of lectures presented and break times may vary according to speaker preference. 
 

8:00 am to 4:00 pm 
 

     Anatomy of a Lawsuit 
     Negligence | Why do Patients Sue? | The Lawsuit 
 

     The M&M Saga 
     Myths about Medical Malpractice Lawsuits 

 

     Essential Defense of the Medical Malpractice Lawsuit 
     Standards of Care and EHR 

 

     Importance of HIPAA 

     Definition | Audit Preparation | Awareness Training | Hazards of Social Media  
 

     Discussion 
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Accreditation 
 

RN/LPN/LVN/Other: 6.5 Contact Hours 
 

MED-ED, Inc is accredited as a provider of nursing continuing professional development by the American Nurses Credentialing 
Center's Commission on Accreditation (ANCC).  
 

MED-ED, Inc. is an approved provider by the following State Boards of Nursing: Florida/FBN 50-1283, Iowa/296, California 
#CEP10453.  
 

If your profession is not listed, we suggest contacting your board to determine your continuing education requirements and ask 
about reciprocal approval. Many boards will approve this seminar based on the accreditation of the boards listed here. 
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